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S I R: 



In conformance with Applicants' duty of disclosure under 37 C.F.R. § 1 .56 and 
§ 1 .97(b)(3), the references listed on the attached form PTO-1449 are hereby 
brought to the Examiner's attention. 

In compliance with 37 C.F.R. 1 .98, copies of the references are submitted 
herewith. English Abstracts are attached to the references. 

The references were cited in the European Search Report issued in the 
corresponding EP Application No. EP 04 00 8872. A copy of the Search Report is 
also enclosed. 

It is respectfully requested that the information be expressly considered 
during the prosecution of this application, and that the references be made of record 
therein and appear in the "references cited" on any patent to issue therefrom. 

Respectfully submitted, 



Dated: 08 October 2004 
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960/141 
10/823,710 
N. MITSUTANI 
14 April 2004 
3747 



Examiner 
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Patent 
Number 



Patent 
Date 
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Class/ 
Subclass 



Filing 
Date 



2002/0038544 04/04/02 
6,227,033 05/08/01 



IKEMOTO et al. 
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60/285 
73/23.32 



Examiner 
Initial 



Document 
Number 



FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 



Date 



06-286503 10/11/94 
06-307274 11/01/94 



Country 

Japan 
Japan 



Class/ 
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Translation 
Yes No 
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ABS. 



OTHER DOCUMENTS 
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Examiner 
Initial 
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DATE CONSIDERED 



EXAMINER: Initial if citation considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with 
MPEP 609; draw line through citation if not in conformance and not considered. Include 
copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 



